CAPTAIN EVAN EVANS
with some gentlemen of the road (as such rogues affected to
call themselves) who frequented his father's house, he soon
came to act in the same wicked courses they followed, and
in a little time became the most noted highwayman in those
parts, having made prodigious booties of the Welsh graziers
and others.
The Captain once happening to be under a guard, who
were conducting him to Shrewsbury Jail with his legs tied
under the belly of the horse, and one of his attendants hav-
ing an excellent fowling-piece, which was then loaded, the
prisoner, espying a pheasant perching upon a tree, with a
deep sigh expressed the dexterity he had used formerly in
killing such game; so humbly requesting the gun, that he
might shoot at so fine a mark, the ignorant fellow readily
complied with his request. But no sooner had the Captain
got the piece into his hands than he charged upon his guard,
and swore a whole volley of oaths that he would fire upon
them if they stirred one step farther. Then, retreating from
them on his little pony to a convenient distance, he com-
manded one of them that was best mounted to come near
him and alight; which being done, and the bridle of the
horse hung on a hedge, the poor fellow was obliged to
throw him his pistols, and then was admitted to approach
nearer the Captain, who, presenting one of them at his head,
obliged him to loose his legs and retire to his companions.
This being also done, he soon left his little scrub, mounted
the fine gelding, and rode off.
The Captain then coming to London, the country being
too hot to hold him, upon his handsome behaviour and
carriage, which was somewhat extraordinary, as likewise his
person, he got to be clerk to Sir Edmund Andrews, then
Governor of Guernsey, and continued there in that capacity
for three or four years; but money not coming in fast
enough in that honest employment to support his wicked
inclinations, he soon left that service, returned to London,
and took a lodging at the Three Neats* Tongues, in Nicholas
Lane, where he passed for a Guernsey merchant, or captain
of a ship, and took his younger brother, William Evans, as
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